
What is a SAFA Ramp Inspection 

SAFA (Safety Assessment of Foreign Aircraft) requires to put in place a mechanism to collect any information 
deemed useful to establish and maintain a high uniform level of civil aviation safety. If during the Ramp 
Inspection a deviation from the applicable Standards is established, it is considered a finding. There are three 
different categories of findings, depending on the impact the finding has on the safety of the aircraft and/or its 
occupants. Inspection checklist contains a total of 54 items. Of these checklist items, 24 relate to operational 
requirements (A-items) to be checked on the flight deck, 14 items address safety and cabin items (B-items), 12 
items are concerning the aircraft condition (C-items) and 3 items (Ditems) are related to the inspection of cargo 
and the cargo compartment. In case of any findings not related to the other items of the checklist, they may be 
administered by the E item (General) of the checklist. 
 
A finding is a non-compliance with an applicable standard. For each inspection item, 3 categories of possible 
deviations from the standards have been defined. The findings are categorised according to the perceived 
influence on flight safety. This means that a category 1 finding is considered to have a minor influence on safety. 
A category 2 finding may have a significant influence and a category 3 finding may have a major influence on 
safety. Any other safety relevant issues identified during a SAFA inspection, although not constituting a finding, 
can be reported as a General Remark (Cat G) under each inspection item, for example: an electrical torch missing 
or unserviceable during a flight conducted entirely in daylight. Based on the results of the inspection and on 
how the findings have been categorised, common follow-up actions have been defined.  
 
Class 1 Action – Information to the Captain: It is 
to be taken after each inspection, and consists of 
providing information about the results of that 
SAFA inspection, regardless of whether findings 
have been identified or not. This is achieved by a 
verbal debriefing and the delivery of the Proof of 
Inspection (POI) to the aircraft commander (or, in 
his/her absence, to another member of the flight 
crew or the most senior representative of the 
operator). When handing over the POI to the 
commander / operator representative, the 
inspector should ask him/her to sign the POI 
whilst explaining that the signature does not 
mean that he/she agrees with the findings. The 
signature only confirms that the POI has been 
received by the commander/operator 
representative. Class 2 Action – Information to 
the authority and operator: Category 2 and 3 
findings are considered to have a significant and 
major influence on safety. Therefore, when these 
findings have been raised, written 
communications must be made to the operator 
and the state of oversight. Class 3 Action – 
Restrictions or Corrective Actions: It follows a 
category 3 finding which is considered to have a 
potential major effect on the safe operation of 
the aircraft. For that reason, it is required that action(s) need to be taken before the departure of the aircraft.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: This document is a brief excerpt from “SAFA Ramp Inspections – Guidance Material Version 2.0 – 2012” for flight 
crew awareness and a quick overview. For complete up to date information, please refer to the original document. 

                                                                                                

 


